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EDUCATION OUTCOMES OF 

CALIFORNIA’S FOSTER YOUTH



FOSTER YOUTH & LCFF

Under LCFF, school districts are accountable for 
foster youth’s education outcomes. 

▪ In developing their LCAPs, school districts 
should develop goals to improve state priority 
areas including:
▪ Student achievement.

▪ School climate.

▪ Pupil engagement including high school graduation, drop out 
rates and attendance.

• Data on outcomes is revealed on the 
Dashboard
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The revealed gap

62,000 foster youth in California & 20,651 in L.A. County

33   % change schools at least once during the school year.

4-6 months of learning is lost each time they change schools.

58   % of foster youth graduate from high school on time

20  % earn a post-secondary degree (AA) or certificate.

2    % obtain a bachelor’s degree.
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Barriers to on-time graduation
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High rates 
of 

disability

Poor 
school 
quality

Placement 
changes 
disrupt  

educationChildren and youth in 
foster care are four
times more likely to 
change schools in a 

given school year than 
other students. 

Nearly one in 
five youth in 

foster care has 
a disability, 

twice the rate 
of the general 

population

15 percent of youth in foster care attend the lowest 
performing 10 percent of schools in California, as 

compared to 10 percent of the general population
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FOSTER YOUTH EDUCATION BILL OF RIGHTS

Since 2004, the CA Legislature has adopted 

several laws to support foster youth…
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FOSTER YOUTH EDUCATION BILL OF RIGHTS

Since 2004, the CA Legislature and Federal 
Government have adopted several laws to 

support foster youth…

… and several best practices have emerged.
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Partial Credits



Overview of the Law 

Education Code 49069.5, 51225.2

▪ Foster youth who transfer high schools mid-semester have a 

right to receive check out grades and partial credits for all work 

satisfactorily completed.

▪ Sending schools must issue check out grades based on the 

last day of actual attendance and calculate and issue credits on 

an official transcript.

▪ Receiving schools must accept all check out grades and partial 

credits, apply them to the same/equivalent courses, and 

immediately enroll the youth in the same/equivalent courses.

▪ Foster youth may not be required to retake any portion of a 

course already completed if it would prevent them from 

graduating on time. 

Foster Youth Education Toolkit, pp 56-59
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Impact on LCFF

• Why Should Schools Care?

▪ Schools’ failure to issue partial credits to youth who repeatedly 

transfer high schools is a major barrier to graduation.

▪ Foster youth who do not receive partial credits lack the motivation 

to participate in school if they expect to transfer schools again.

▪ Many districts now have policies, but do not apply them 

consistently.
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What Should You Do?

▪ What Should Schools Do?

▪ Adopt a partial credit policy that outlines how schools should 

calculate partial credits. 

▪ Ensure that school personnel are trained to issue and accept 

partial credits, and to support youth in enrolling in the courses 

needed for graduation.

▪ What Should Child Welfare Professionals Do?

▪ Collect transcripts from each school attended for high school age 

youth to make sure that all credits are accounted for.

▪ When checking a youth out of school, request that they award 

partial credits.
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What Should You Do?

▪ What Should Youth Do?

▪ Learn their rights and advocate for themselves.

▪ Check their transcript and make sure it includes all of their work.

▪ Try to perform their best, even if only in a school for a short time.

▪ Make sure that each new school enrolls them in the same classes that 

they were in before.
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California’s Partial Credit Model Policy

▪ Developed and endorsed by various state agencies and organizations, 

including the California Department of Education and California School 

Boards Association (AR 6173.1).

▪ Youth earn 0.5 credits for every 7 class periods attended for each 

class they were passing as of the last day of actual attendance.

▪ Class periods lasting 89 minutes or less count as 1 class period for 

purposes of calculating partial credits.  If 90+ minutes, count as 2 class 

periods.

▪ Continuation schools, independent study, or adult schools may issue 

partial credits according to the model policy or their approved credit 

plan adopted pursuant to Education Code Section 51225.3(b). 

Foster Youth Education Toolkit, pp 56-59

California’s Partial Credit Model Policy, at kids-alliance.org/partialcredits
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Tools: Partial Credit Calculation Table

Foster Youth Education Toolkit, Calculation/Conversion Table, pp. 56
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Tools: Student Withdrawal Report

Foster Youth Education Toolkit, Student Withdrawal Report, p. 57
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Tools: Partial Credit Request Letter

Foster Youth Education Toolkit, Receiving School Partial Credit Request Letter, p. 58 
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AB 167/216 Graduation
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Impact on LCFF

▪ Why Should Schools Care?

▪ AB 167/216 Offers an opportunity for schools to support youth and 

increase graduation rates for this important sub-group of students.

Impact on ALL state indicators

▪ Academics

▪ Suspension Rates

▪ English Learner Progress

▪ Chronic Absence

▪ Graduation Rates

▪ College and Career Readiness
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What Should You Do?

▪ What Should Schools Do?

▪ In drafting their LCAPS, schools should develop goals and 

activities to ensure that youth graduating under AB 216 have the 

academic skills needed to succeed in higher education and 

employment.

▪ Counselors must be trained to advise students about their options, 

and the pros and cons of all graduation options.

▪ What Should Child Welfare Professional Do?

▪ Ensure that the youth and their education rights holder understands their 

options and the implications of their decision one way or another.

▪ What Should Youth Do?

▪ Speak to trusted adults about plans for the future and how this option 

might impact those plans.

▪ Determine potential plan for graduation under district criteria and AB 

167/216 so there is a clear understanding of the different paths.
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Teri Burns, California School Boards Association 

– tburns@csba.org

Alaina Moonves-Leb, Alliance for Children’s Rights

– a.moonves@kids-alliance.org 

To download the Foster Youth Education Toolkit, visit 

www.kids-alliance.org/edtoolkit

To download the Partial Credit Model Policy, visit 

www.kids-alliance.org/partialcredits

Questions?

http://www.kids-alliance.org/edtoolkit
http://www.kids-alliance.org/partialcredits

